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EMLex Advanced Module A10

Name of module

Advanced module A10: Learner lexicography

5 ECTS

Course

Block seminar: 5-8 days, 24-30 teaching hours

Lecturers

Thomas Herbst / Zita Hollds / Monika Bielinska /
Stefania Nuccorini

Person responsible for
module

Monika Bielinska

Contents

Historical overview of English and German learner
lexicography

Users and usage of learner’s dictionaries
(dictionary users, situations of usage, learners’
proficiency levels)

Types of learner’s dictionary (general and
encyclopedic; monolingual, bilingual; bilingualised
learner’s dictionaries; specialised dictionaries as
learner’s dictionaries)

Microstructures, macrostructures, mediostructures,
functions of learner’s dictionaries

Principles underlying the writing of learner’s
dictionaries (user-friendliness (retrievability and
understandability of content), corpus-basedness
(methods of data retrieval, authenticity, frequency,
basic vocabulary), combined transmission of
linguistic and encyclopedic knowledge (cultural
knowledge, encyclopedic learner’s dictionaries))
Production of learner’s dictionaries: explanation of
meaning (definitions, defining vocabulary, defining
syntax, problems of lexicographical examples, non-
verbal explanations)

Intermediality in learner lexicography: use of modern
media technology (hypermedial structures, audio-
visual material/texts/exercises, extensive cross-
referencing links)

Lexicographical pedagogy (dictionaries in (foreign)
language learning, learners’ potential, dictionary
usage strategies, dictionary usage exercises and
accompanying material)

Study aims and
competencies

After attending this module, students should

have acquired an overview of the history and
essential characteristics of learner lexicography
have developed the ability to evaluate existent
learner’s dictionaries critically

have acquired detailed knowledge of problem areas
in the writing of learner’s dictionaries
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e have learned to apply up-to-date technologies to the
writing of learner’s dictionaries

e have achieved an awareness of pedagogical problem
areas of dictionary usage and have acquired the
ability to develop and write pedagogical material to
accompany learner’s dictionaries

Requirements for
participation

25 ECTS marks from the first semester.

Positioning within the
time table

Elective module in the second semester (6 or 7 of 10).
Students are advised to attend Module A7 as well.

Applicability of the
module

For the Master degree programme EMLex

Study and
examination output

The teachers choose one of the following:

a) 90-minute final exam on the contents of the seminar
or

b) presentation in class plus a brief paper (10-15 pages)
or

C. longer paper (15-20 pages)

Calculation of the
final mark for the
module

100% of the mark obtained in the final exam /
assignment

Repetition of
examination

Presentation cycle

Annually, during summer term

Amount of work

Attendance: 5-8 days, 24-30 teaching hours
Private study: 120 hours

Duration of module

Block seminar (date and duration to be announced)

Language of teaching

German or English
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